72                         THE DECEEE OF PEACE

to succeed him, with Dybenko at the Commissariat for
War.1 Lenin, in a broadcast wireless message to all troops,
made public the circumstances of the change of command :

The matter of peace is in your hands. You will not suffer counter-
revolutionary generals to destroy the great cause of peace. You will
surround them with a guard in order to prevent lynching unworthy
of the revolutionary army and to prevent these generals from avoid-
ing the court that awaits them.

The election of regimental plenipotentiaries was formally
authorized and the armistice negotiations left for the
moment in their hands.2

But Dukhonin did not leave Moghilev, nor was he
immediately arrested by his own troops. With his Head-
quarters staff and certain of the corps of officers he stuck
to his guns, and met invective with invective. Leaflets
were printed at the Headquarters press and distributed
amongst the troops; they even found their way into
opposition papers in Petrograd. Confident in the knowledge
that he had the support of the Allied Military Missions
and, tacitly, of the diplomatic corps, Dukhonin appealed
widely for support from workers and peasants for a popular
government " knowing neither violence, nor blood, nor
bayonets. Lose no time. The Army awaits your word."3

The Allied Governments gave the Stavka a certain
negative support. They had ignored the Revolution, they

1  Bunyan and Ksher, pp.  233-235; Dyelo Naroda (Petrograd),
November 23,1917.

2  Z7.fi. Foreign Relations, 1918: Russia, i. 247 ; Izvestia, November
23,1917. When criticized in the Central Executive Committee for the
wording of this proclamation, which was interpreted as a proposal for a
separate armistice, Lenin denied this and declared : " Our Party never
promised that we would give peace immediately. What we said was that
we would immediately offer an armistice and publish the secret treaties.
This we have done. Now begins the revolutionary struggle for peace "
(Dyelo Naroda, November 24,1917).

3  Z7.fi. Foreign Relations, 1918: Russia, L 251. A proclamation was
also issued to the army [Bunyan and Fisher, p. 240].